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Headteacherôs Welcome 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome to Alumwell Infant School. We hope that this will be the beginning of a 
long and happy partnership. Please read our school Ethos and Values, which  

clearly set out the beliefs and values that underpin our work.  
 

At our School we provide a secure and caring environment in which children are 
valued as individuals and encouraged to reach their full potential in every aspect 
of their development. We are proud of our long tradition of the home - school 
links clarified in this Prospectus. We value the contribution that you, the parents/

carers, make both in School and at home. We want to work in  
partnership with you for the benefit of your child.  

 

We hope that you find the information in this Prospectus helpful. Should you have 
any further queries please donôt hesitate to contact the School.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

Mrs Carole Hammond 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Hammond aged 6 (Infant School) 



Our Ethos and Vision 
The schoolôs Ethos and Vision are at the core of everything they do. 
They underpin the teaching and learning and contribute to an  

environment which prepares pupils for their future.  
 

Ethos  
 

Alumwell Infant School gives children the POWER to succeed. We  
believe in being a school with high aspirations for all, where  

ñwe learn, we grow and achieveò. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision  
 

Our vision is to give children the P O W E R they need to learn, grow 
and achieve: 

 

P ï  Passionate Learners: Encouraging confidence,  
  curiosity, creativity and a love for learning from the very start. 

O ï  Opportunities for All: Providing an inclusive and  
  nurturing environment where every child thrives. 

W ï  Well-being First: Supporting emotional, social and  
  physical growth to build confident and happy learners. 

E ï   Excellence Every Day: Having high aspirations for  
  every child in education, behaviour and personal    
  development. 

R ï  Respect & Resilience: Teaching kindness, teamwork 
  and perseverance to prepare children for life in modern British  
  society. 
 

Admission of your child to our School indicates that you both  
accept, and support our Ethos and Vision, Mission and the policies 
which reflect them and that you will work with us for the benefit of 

your child and others. 



General Information 
Alumwell Infant School is a happy and caring school which provides  

education for children of all abilities between the ages of four and seven years. 
We aim to create a welcoming and friendly school where your child will feel safe 
and secure. Our staff are committed to both safeguarding and the education of 

your child.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Communication 
Our main source of communication with parents and carers is through our parent 
App. All parents and carers are required to register an account where 

you would be kept informed of events such as parent  
consultation meetings, newsletter, celebrations etc.  

 

Telephone number: 01922 720886 

Alternatively, you can write to us: 

Alumwell Infant School 

Primley Avenue, Walsall, 

 WS2 9UP 

Email: postbox@alumwell-i.walsall.sch.uk 

Website: www.alumwell-i.walsall.sch.uk 

 

 



Our School Facilities 
Our main building consists of nine classrooms, separate EYFS 
(Reception) and Key Stage 1 (KS1) playgrounds, a nurture hub 
(Rainbow), library and hall (for assemblies, indoor P.E. and school 

events).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Protection/Safeguarding 
Our Child Protection/Safeguarding policy covers all aspects as  

advised by the Walsall Safeguarding Children Board. We adhere to 
their guidelines in the event of any type of suspected  

safeguarding concern. All staff receive regular safeguarding training 
and we follow the Local Authorityôs Safer Recruitment process.  

 

Admission Policy 
Full details on our Admissions process can be found on our  

website ï Admissions page. Walsall Borough Council manages the  
admissions criteria and process for all applications (new starters and in

-year transfers from another school) to  
determine how places are allocated for our school  

(Reception to Year 2). 



 

Class Organisation 
Our Infant School offers 270 places and caters for 30 children per class. There are 
three classes per year group and children are taught in nine mixed ability classes 

according to age:  

 

Year R 90 children  

Year 1 90 children  

Year 2 90 children 

 

School Staff 
A staff list can be found on our school website ï Whoôs Who page.  
Teachers have a range of specialisms and they lead on areas of the  

Curriculum. A number of colleagues are fluent speakers of European and Asian 
languages.  

 
We also regularly offer placements to school aged work experience students and 
trainee teachers from local colleges and universities. They work under the  

direction of teachers in the classroom.  
 



 

The Local Governing Board 
Further information about the schoolôs Local Governing Board can be 
found on our school website. There are eight School Governor  

positions and the Local Governing Board meets at least twice a term.  
Each Governor serves for a period of four years.  

 

Effective governance involves:  

¶ Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction;  

¶ Holding executive leaders to account for the educational  

 performance of the organisation and its pupils; 

¶ The effective and efficient performance management of staff;  

¶ Overseeing the financial performance of the organisation and  

 making sure its money is well spent.  

 

The Governing Board consists of:  

 

¶ Head Teacher; 

¶ Chair of Governors; 

¶ One Local Education Authority Representative; 

¶ Two Parent Governors; 

¶ One Staff Governor;  

¶ Four Community Governors.  



 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
 

At Alumwell, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory  
framework (EYFS). The curriculum is presented in areas of learning which provide 
a foundation for later achievement and lead into Key Stage 1 of the National  

Curriculum.  
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
 

Successful personal, social and emotional development is critical for very young 
children in all aspects of their lives and gives them the best  

opportunity for success in other areas of learning. They develop  
self-esteem and confidence in trying new activities, to be sensitive to the needs of 
others and respect for their own cultures and beliefs and those of other people.  

 
Communication and Language 

 
The development and use of communication and language is at the heart of young 
childrenôs learning. They develop language by talking, discussing and listening to 
adults and each other. They listen and respond to stories, songs, nursery rhymes 

and poems. They make up their own stories and take part in role play.  
 

Physical Development  
 
Physical activity is vital in childrenôs all-round development, enabling them to  

pursue happy, healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor  
experiences develop throughout early childhood. By creating learning activities and 
providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults support  

childrenôs development of a range of skills.  



 

Literacy 
We teach reading, phonics and writing through Read Write Inc.  

Children are taught sounds and how to blend these sounds to read and 
how to break them apart to write words. We teach and  
encourage a love of reading through sharing exciting and  

engaging books and stories with the children.  
 

Mathematics 
Childrenôs mathematical development arises out of daily  

experiences in a rich and interesting environment. They learn to use 
mathematical language and become familiar with number rhymes, 

counting games and activities. They compare, sort,  
sequence, count, recognise and create patterns using everyday  

objects.  
 

Understanding the World 
In this area of learning, children are developing the crucial knowledge, 
skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world. 
This forms the foundation for later work in science, design and  

technology, history, geography and computing. 
 

 
Expressive Arts and Design 

This area of learning includes art, music, dance, role play and  
imaginative play. They experience working with different media and 
how to control brushes, crayons and pencils. They learn songs and 

rhymes and develop coordination by tapping and shaking  
musical instruments.  

 
Termly Topics 

Topics are areas of interest that enable children to see the links  
between different subjects and facilitate the introduction of  
early scientific, historical and geographical experiences.  

Each term, two different topics are studied. 



 

Key Stage 1 (KS1) ï Year 1 and Year 2 
The National Curriculum states that each school should have...  

 

'A school curriculum that comprises all learning and other experiences 
that each school plans for its pupils. The National Curriculum forms one 

part of the school curriculum.'  

Our school curriculum is designed so that all children have the opportunity to 
learn every subject through practical, hands-on experiences. We teach children 
the skills and knowledge they need in each subject area of the national  
curriculum. We teach a topic based curriculum that focuses on high-quality  

learning experiences. 
 

Speaking and Listening  

Your child will be given opportunities to speak and to listen in small and whole 
class groups. We encourage children to listen attentively and to speak clearly with 

expression.  

 

Reading 

We teach phonics using Read, Write, Inc, to ensure children learn to read  
fluently by the end of Key Stage 1. Books include topic based texts and a wide  

variety of other books.  
 

Writing 

Your child will learn to write for a variety of purposes. We use one simple style of 
handwriting as good formation from the start is essential for learning joined-up 
writing later. Good spelling is encouraged; words are sent home to be learned as 

part of the homework.  

 

Mathematics 

Your child will have the opportunity for lots of practical activity and discussion to 
ensure that she/he has a thorough understanding of all aspects of  

mathematics. Experiences include problem solving, , reasoning, TALK maths,  
handling practical materials and using appropriate equipment.  

 
 



Topics 

Each half-term a different topic is studied. We inform you of our topic 
and the areas we shall be covering at the beginning of each half term. 
All of the following subject areas are incorporated into topic-based 

themes. 
 

Science 

The skills of observation, investigation, record keeping, discovery and 
experimentation are developed. We use the school grounds, the local 

environment and the childrenôs own curiosity and  
experience to promote interest in this study.  

 

Computing  

Pupils have many opportunities to develop their skills and use them to 
further their learning in other subjects. Every classroom has an  
interactive white board and the school has a variety of portable  

devices to support learning.  
 

History and Geography 

These study areas are concerned with developing your childôs sense of 
time and the world around them. Care is taken to present a world-wide 

multi-cultural perspective.  

 

Arts (Art, Music and Design Technology) 

All children have access to opportunities to perform to audiences when 
acting, singing and playing percussion instruments.  

 
The children learn to plan, design and create with a variety of  

materials and tools. Children can practise and develop creative and  
imaginative skills using a variety of materials.  



 

Key Stage 1 (KS1) ï Year 1 and Year 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education (P.E.) 

Children learn to discover what their bodies can do. They develop 
skills, play simple competitive games, engage in gymnastic  

activities and perform movement from diverse dance traditions. They 
will have lessons both inside and outside. 

 

Religious Education (R.E.) 

This is taught in accordance with the óAgreed Syllabusô (Walsall  
SACRE). RE plays an important role in promoting the spiritual, moral, 

social and cultural development of our children.  
 

PSHE and RHE 
 

PHSE and RHE lessons are designed to equip your child with 
knowledge to make informed choices about their wellbeing, health and  
Relationships, as well as preparing them for a successful adult life.  



 

Homework 
 

To begin with, homework is mostly reading, and some spellings. This progresses 
to include a piece of English and Mathematics work to complete at home.  
Homework always reinforces and extends concepts learned in school.  

 

Your child will be able to take a book home regularly to read with you. A Home/
School Reading Record will accompany the book, and you are asked to write  

comments on your childôs reading.  
 

¶ Please encourage your child to do their best and give praise.  

¶ Provide a suitable place for homework.  

¶ Provide materials to help your child.  

¶ Let us know about problems or concerns.  

¶ Give help and support - but please do not do the task for your child. 

¶ Learn when to step back and let them work through a problem alone.  

 

Involvement in your childôs learning is essential for good progress.  



 

Children for whom English is an  

Additional Language (EAL) 
We have experience of children who speak another language at 
home. This is viewed positively and children are supported  

throughout the curriculum in various ways.  
 

 

Concerns about a Childôs  

Progress/Special Educational Needs 
and Disability 

At Alumwell Infant School, we are committed to meeting the individ-
ual needs of all children, who are encouraged to work at their own 
pace. If we find that your child is having particular difficulty in an  

area of development, we may prepare a support plan .  
 

Occasionally, it may be necessary to refer to outside agencies for  
Advice. This is always done in consultation with parents or carers.  

 
Our staff are experienced in meeting the needs of children who have 

a range of special educational needs. Our policy for Special  
Educational Needs reflects the national Code of  

Practice.  
 

If you are worried about your childôs progress, do not hesitate to 
come into school to discuss it with us.  



 

Information about Childrenôs Progress 
 

We hold parents meetings, once each term as follows (although there may  

occasionally be amendments):  

Autumn Term 

Parent/teachers óTARGET DAYô consultation meetings.  

Parent Workshops supporting curriculum areas.  

 

Spring Term  

Parent/teachers consultation evening. 

Parent Workshops supporting curriculum areas.  

 

Summer Term  

You will receive a written report at the end of the school year and where  
appropriate, statutory assessments.  

Opportunities to discuss and give feedback are offered.  
 

Parent Workshops supporting curriculum areas.  



 

Extra-curricular Clubs 
We offer a wide range of opportunities for children to enjoy  

extra-curricular activities. These clubs are led by our school staff or out-
side agencies who come in to deliver the sessions. Clubs run both during 

lunchtimes and after school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Council and Subject  

Ambassadors 
At Alumwell Infants, we are proud of the roles our School Council and 

Subject Ambassadors play within our school.  

As representatives, they meet regularly to discuss a wide range of topics 
that affect the children.  

Our school councillors are voted for each year through a class ballot, 
where children vote for who they think would be the best school  

councillor.  



Useful Information 
School Times 

School times (Reception and KS1): 08:50 - 15:20 

Class doors open: 08:50  

Playtimes Year 1 and 2 - 10:30 ï 10:45 

Dinner Time 12:00 ï 13:05 

End of the School Day 15:20 
 

It is important that your child arrives on time for school and that you are on time 
to collect them at the end of the day. Please let us know if  

anyone other than yourself is collecting your child, as they will be issued with a 
password. 

 

Before school starts your child should wait with the adult who accompanied them 
outside their classroom door. The classroom teacher will open the door at 08:50 

to greet them and let them into the classroom.  

 

Due to the limited time to bring all children in the class and to ensure the school 
day starts promptly as 09:00 we ask for your co-operation by ensuring  

conversations are kept to a minimum.  
 

In the event of snow, please check the Walsall Borough Council website or the 
School website to ensure it is open. We will also endeavour to keep you informed 

via our parent App. 

Attendance and Lateness 

Class entrance doors are kept open from 08:50 to 09:00 and then close. If you  
arrive after that time, you need to take your child to the Schoolôs main office  
entrance and record your childôs attendance on our electronic system. It is  

essential to do this, as your child will have missed the daily register taken in their 
class.  

Medical Appointments 

If at all possible, please try to ensure appointments are made after school or  
towards the end of the school day. It is rarely necessary to have a whole day off 

for a medical appointment.  
 

If your child has a medical appointment during school hours, please let us know in 
advance and you may be asked when you collect your child, to show the  
appointment card or letter. Please refer to the School Attendance and  

Lateness policy.  



 

Playtimes 
The playgrounds are busy, lively places where children have fun.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Time 
Under the Government's Universal Infant Free School Meal (IUIFSM) initiative, all 
pupils up from Reception up to the end of Key Stage 1 are entitled to free school 

meals.  

We do not accept packed lunches brought in from home. The menu is displayed 
internally in the main entrance and on our school website. We ask parents/carers 

to familiarise themselves and their child with our menu.  

A team of midday supervisors look after the childrenôs welfare at dinnertime.  

End of the School Day 
At the end of the school day, please wait outside the classroom to collect your 
child. Always let us know in advance if someone different is collecting your child.  

Collectors must be over 16 years of age.  


